Road-Rail Transport
to take out licenses for their vehicles and per-
mits for operating on the highway; placing
restrictions on the dimensions of the vehicles
and prescribing the maximum weight." Taxa-
tion has been accepted as a justifiable method
of control but, as the author points out with
the aid of facts and figures, taxation in the
Province of Madras is exceedingly high. In
addition to this, the police regulations are so
rigid that one feels that there is too much of
road-motor control in this Province.
Licensing of routes is the best way to appor-
tion traffic. Thereby effective check could be
placed on the even distribution of traffic, as
duplication of services could be obviated and
operation of the less paying ones encouraged.
" In transport, as in currency,7' the author says,
" the essential validity of Qresham's law is
inescapable. The disorganised competitor who
is prepared to cut his rates so fine as to drive off
his competitors, subsequently thrives upon the
wreck of these.7'
Great care is needed in the exercise of such
control Transport is a public service so that
the needs of the public have to be first satisfied
Public need having been established, the next
duty of the transport authority should be 1o
safeguard public safety. This is effected by the
police restrictions on speed, weight, etc. Thi rrtly,
in the grant of licences, not only has priority of
service to be considered but also whether the
service rendered has been regular and adequate.
The ultimate goal should be the elimination of
wasteful competition, for " competition in the
provision of services is tolerable only in so far